        Irish Ramblers Club Conservation Policy

Policy Statement:

· The Irish Ramblers Club will encourage the responsible use of the mountain environment by club members and other recreational Users

· The Irish Ramblers Club will promote the conservation of our uplands with their flora, fauna and traditional character.

· The Irish Ramblers Club will work for reasonable access for responsible users.

· The Irish Ramblers Club will co-operate with reasonable, sustainable and appropriate economic development by indigenous communities in these areas.

Guidelines for Implementation

The Primary focus of the IRC’s activities is the Dublin/Wicklow uplands.

Education

· Promote an awareness of the damage we ourselves do to the mountain environment and develop an awareness of how to minimise it.

· Publicise existing guidelines: The UIAA Code, Countryside Code, Farmland Code of Conduct etc., and adhere to them.

· Promote responsible behaviour with regard to erosion, litter, car use etc.

Direct Action

· Leave the mountains as we find them, or even improved by taking litter home.
· Cleanup Walks: A couple of major cleanup walks should take place every year. They should be organised, if possible, in co- operation with other interested organisations.
· Keep a register of car wrecks and dumping for eventual reporting to the relevant County Council.

· Structure our day-to-day activities in such a way as to

· Minimise erosion and path widening

· Minimise the impact of cars

· Avoid littering.

Planning

Development pressure on the mountains is inevitable, and other groups ( e.g. local communities ) have rights too. Development should be assessed on the basis of its appropriateness, necessity and the rate at which it consumes ‘wilderness’ resource. 

The following activities should be put in place:

· Monitor planning applications in the Dublin/Wicklow uplands.

· Assess the planned development; decide whether we wish to object.

· If the decision to object is taken, make submissions to the planning authorities to put our point of view.

· Take part in planning appeals, if this is considered the best course of action.

This is best done in conjunction with the appropriate umbrella groups and other relevant bodies.

Access

· Where walks cross private land, try to establish and maintain good relations with the landowner. Access problems should be handled in a non-confrontational manner and with due respect for the rights of those who live and work on the land.

·  Accept the need for restrictions for valid conservation or land management reasons (e.g. erosion, seasonal bird nesting, deer breeding, tree felling ).

· Liaise with other organisations active on access issues. Keep them informed on any access issues encountered on walks.

Co-operation with other groups

Our policy is to co-operate with other organisations whose aims coincide with ours.

Co-operation can take many forms and each particular case is subject to approval by the executive committee. For example:

· Liase with the relevant umbrella groups and with other hillwalking / mountaineering clubs on environmental issues.

· Sponsor projects and work camps for conservation/access purposes

      (e.g. stile construction ).

· Allow other conservation groups access to our members ( e.g. by sending out mail shots with the Rambler ).

· Lobbying and publicity have brought results in the past, and should be actively pursued in association with other groups.

· Financial aid may be given for appropriate conservation purposes.

